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WASHINGTON.

“ Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1854.

Coneress did mot sit yestorday, nor . will it to-
day—both Houses having on Thursday adjourned
to Monday.

If Government could take a hint from a private
gource, we should think it would find the sugges-
tion in the annexed paragraph from a Charleston
paper worthy of adoption. The same thing, to be
sure, was recommended in our own journsl some
months ago, when the Treasury commenced buying
up its own six per cent. stock at twenty-one per cent.
premium, but the Department could not take such
for want of legal authority; and the advice, more-
over, came from a questionable source. Coming, how-
ever, from a source politically friendly, as this does,
Congress might, without derogation we think, adopt
the plan, which as a relief measure is even more
desirable now than before.

“We would recommend to Congress the ensctment of
o law suthorizing the Becretary of the Treasury to estab-
lish at each office throughout the United Btates a board
of discount officers, whose duty it should be to loan out
to any one the public. funds of the Government, not ex-
ceeding Lwo-thirds the amount in the vaults of each office
at six per cent., on ninety days promissory notes, secured
by United Btates six per cent. stocks, pt their par value
in the market, provided said stock is selling at par or
sbove it.”

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT,

We give, in this day’s paper, all the material
portions of the Postmaster General’s Annumal Re-
port, omitting only the appendix and some of its
tabular statements. This exposé of the vast and
ramified operations of that great beneficent Depart-
ment of the Government on whose energy, saga-
city, and vigilance the business of the country and
its social and domestic comfort and satisfaction are
g0 materially dependent, will possess interest for
almost’ every intelligent citizen. We do not be-
lieve that the duties of any Department of the Gov-
ernment are more arduous, or are discharged with
more intelligence, assiduity, or success, than this one.

THE ARMY AND THE NAVY.'

The PRESIDENT, in urging in his Messago an in-
crease of the Army, refers to measures of reform in
its organic arrangement and administration. He
favors an increase of the compensation of officers,
the bill of the last session to raise the pay of the
rank and file having had a beneficial influence. He
favors a retired list, as best promoting the efficiency
of the Army by the promotion of those most fit for
active duty, “ without wounding the just pride of
men who by past services have established a claim
to high consideration.” We belieye this would be
an aeceptable arrangement to the Army, and not
objectionable to the people. The national gratitude
is strong:enough to give the mensure a trial,

In adverting to the impolicy on the part of the
United States in agreeing to give up altogether the
resort to privateersin time of war, the President sug-
gests the inequality which exists between our Navy
and that of Great Britain, which is at least ten
times 18 large as that of the United States. A con-
flict would be a very unequal one even with a se-
condary naval Power. The President dwells more
upon the necessity of ample provision for the dis-
cipline and improvement of the character of sea-
men than upon a large addition to our naval force.
He seconds the recommendation of the Secretary of
the Navy for a gradual increase of that arm of the
national defence.

' OUR AFFAIRS WITH GREAT BRITAIN.

There seems to be but a small matter remaining
to be adjusted between the United States and Great
Britain, and that is as to the boundary line of the
Territory of Washington, (the northern part of Ore-
gon,) adjoining the British posséssions on the Pa-
cific. In the commission proposed by the Presi-
dent, for the settlement of what may lead to se-
rious disputes,” it is contemplated to extinguish
the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company to the
navigation of the Columbia river. All else appears
to huve been amicably adjusted with Great Britain.

RESISTANCE TO TAXES IN OHIO.

Grent excitement prevails in portions of Ohio, partiou-
larly in the cities, in regard to the construction of a sec-
tion of the law imposing taxes. It appears that debis
due to individunls are taxed, and the Auditor of State
refuses to sllow deductions for offsets, &eo. It is calou-
lated that one hundred millions of dollara will be added
to the assessment by this construction. More than two
thousand of the best business men of all clagses in Cin-
cinnati have pledged themselves to resist the tax, and a
mass meeting was held at Cincinnati on the 2d instant to
concert mensures of resistance. At this meeting they
resolved to *‘ pay no tax upon credit, without the lawful
offset or deduction, until the same shall have been de-
clared the true intent and meaning of the statute, after
full hearing before the highest judicatories known to our
laws.” Addresses were delivered by Judge Walker, Mr.
Btanbery, and others, strongly advocating the movement.

MONEY AND BUSINESS SPECULATIONS.

A Bryrren Femiing.—The Boston Journal says that
“the opinion is gaining ground among the merchants
and traders of that oity that the present depression in
busidess results from temporary causes which will soon
ocease to sct. Business, which has been too much inflat-
ed, is being rapidly contracted within its proper limits.
Importations bave greatly fallen off. Railroad enterprises
st the West, which have drawn largely upon ovr moneyed
resources, are atastand. There is no speculation in real
estate or fanoy stocks. The demand formoney, whichisnow
very great from those who have maturing contracte, must
become less and less urgent,, and the point will soon be
reached when the supply of eapital will fully equal the
legitimate wants of trade. Many of our largest houses

" have seen the darkest hours of the present crisis, and are

now rapidly progrossing * out of the woods.! Others wil
soon be in a safe position, and after the first of January
the improvement in finanoial matters will, we feel confi-
dent, bo,marked and permanent.” This is the condition
of the leading Atlantio cities generally. Thers is good
ground to hope that the worst has been experienced, and
the prospect is brightening.—Baltimore American.

Tur MEDITERRAKBAN SquaDRON.—In answer to various
inquiries ag to the probable time for the return of the
Mediterranesn squadron, we caunot do better than state
the substance of the remurks of the Secrelary of the Navy
in reference to it, that the Cumberland, the flag skip, will
return early in the spring, and the Et. Louis and Levant
early in the ensuing year. ' .

The Hon. Raxox Azpuza, Minister of Venezuela, has
obtained leave of his Government to be temporarily ab-
sent from the United States, and we learn that he will
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THE SOULE CORRESPONDENCE.

Finding in the New York Times, received last Wed-
nesday, the Correspondence, transmitted to Congress
by the PresroENT on Monday, relating to Mr.
Soury’'s recent difficulty with the French Govern-

ment, we thought it might gratify the curiosity of
our readers by immediately laying it before them.
It was prefigured in the letter of our Paris corre-
spondent, published on the 27th ultimo.

Minister Mason to Secretary Marey.
Luaarion Unirsn Brares,
(No. 87.) Paxnis, Ocroper 80, 1854,
Sz : An incident of very grave import has transpired.
In my No. 36 I communicated the inul.l!ll:;l that Mr.
Soyve, United States Minister to Spain, been pro-
hle‘lad. by alleged orders of the Emperor's Government,
from entering France,
R ot oo ’ proceedin e
extraordinary unus g 1 sen s
Piarr, Becretary of this Legation, to Dover to commu-
nicate with Mr. Boule. He left Paris in the uuuinm
the 25th, and on his arrival, finding that Mr. Boule
lefe Dover, he Irroow:led to London, where he had an in-
terview with that gentleman. The order forbidding his
entering France was wholly nnknown to Mr. Soule, and
he assures me that neither by deed nor by wards, uttered
or written, had be afforded a shadow of exsuse for the
wanton measure which, in violation of his rights as a citi-

zen of the North Republic,and of his privileges
uoudbmmmmm' to him o
passage Franoe on his way back to Madrid.

ing to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, under date of the
26th instant, n communication, of which I sesd you a
copy. It was sent to the Foreign Office on the 28th, sad
I have not yet received an answer. .

It is impossible not to regard this homiliating indignity
as deeply imjurious, when it is remembered that Mr.
Soule, acting nnder your orders, has recently spent more
‘tham two weeks in Paris; and while scjourning here
neither he nor I received any intimation that his presence
‘was objected to by the French Government.

Seeing no ndequate cause to justify an unfriendly feel-
ing towards the 111:1!9:] States, I cannot but hope that the
French Government, finding that it has scted on erroneous
information, will st once redress this grievous wrong.

1fin this I any disappointed, earnest ss I have been
since I have represented our country st this Court to
cultivate the most cordial relations of amity between the
two conutries, I must consider this ineident of such grave
importance that it is not i:f&uibla I shall regard it to be
my duty to terminate my on by demanding my pass-
ports. I will not lose s moment in keeping you edvised
of the reply to my note and of the progress of events in
connexion with this most extraordinary affair.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
gervant, 1 J. Y. MASON.

Minister Mason to Drouyn de U Huys.

Lzgarion pes Erars Unis,
Panis, Ocroner 27, 1854,
Mz, Drovyr pe L'Hoys, Minister Foreign Affairs :

Simn: I bave received information that on the 24th in-
stant Mr, Soule, on his arrival at Calais from tlie shores
of England, was notified by a police officer thet orders
had heen given by the Imperial Government that he
should not be permitted to enter France, and that by
these orders he was compelled to return to England,
where he now remains. Mr. Soule is a citizen of the
United States, accredited as an Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary from his country to the Courtof
Spain. He had, in executing the orders of his Govern-
ment, visited Paris sud London, snd was returning to his
post at Madrid by the most usual and convenient route
through the territories of France when he was thus ar-
rested in his journey. IHe had received no notice of the
determination of the Emperor’s Government to deny him
a privilege awarded by all nations to citizens or subjeots
of friendly Powers travelling under their protection; aad
especially those who are clothed with the saored charac-
ter of public Ministers; for he was actually arrested in
his journey some hours before I received the intimntions
in regard to him which you did me the honor to give me
in the afternoon of the 24th instant. f

If anthorized by the Emperor's Government it cannot
but be regarded by the Government and people of the
United States not only as a most unusual and humiliat-
ing act towards the Minister personally, but as a national
indignity of very grave character, only tobe extenuated
by facts established by conclusive proof. Without wait-
ing for special instructions to that effact, I regard it as
my imperative duty to hasten to ask for what reasons
ons of my fellow-citizens, chosen by my country as a
representative to a foreign Power, has been so treated,
while relations of nmity and peace exist and are cher-
ished by the United States with France. My Govern-
ment will be filled with painful anxiety until satisfactory
information in reply to this inquiry can be communicat-
ed. 1 cannot but hope that your Excellency will furnish
me with such explanntions as may relieve the Minister
from the position in which he has thus been placed, and
which will enable me to allay the unplensant, feelings
which the intelligence of this oocurrence will occasion in
the United States.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to your Ex-
celleney the assurances of the high consideration with
which I am your humble and obedient gervant.

J. Y. MABON.

M. Drouyn de ¥ Huys to Mr. Mason.,
[TRARELATION, ]
Paris, Novenser 1, 1854.

Siz: I have received the letter you did me the honor
to write me, under date of the 27th of the last month, in
which you ask me for some explanations ns to the motives
of the determination taken with regard to Mr, Soule. I
must, in the first place, state the manner in which things
bave occurred,

The Minister of the Interior had to give direstions that
Mr. Soule should not be allowed to penetrate into France
without the knowledge of the Gavernment of the Emperor.
The instructions of Mr. Billant were strictly followed, and
carried out with the utmost propriety by the Commissary
of Police at Calais. Accordingly, that fanctionary did not
invite Mr. Soule to embark again for Eugland; he left
him perfectly free to remain at Calais until he should re.
ceive orders from Paris, which he was ahout to request.
It was simply a question of waiting patiently for one day
at the utmost; but Mr. Soule, after saying that he did
not expect any regard on the part of the French Govern-
ment, and that besides he did not care for it, preferred to
fn back to England immediately. The Minister of the

nterior did, nevertheless, forward his definitive instruc-
tions to Calais by telegraph, and I can do nothing better
than transeribe them here :

“If Mr. Soule presents himsgelf for the purpoze of entering
Franee, you will give him to understand that the Emperer’s
Government does not authorize him to sojourn there, but that
it makes no opposition to his pussing through in order to go
to Spain; and you will offer him to vise his passport for that
destination.”

You perceive, sir, that the Government of the Emperory
has not sought, as you secem to believe, to prevent an en-
voy of the United Buates from trayversing French territory
in order to repair to his post and aequit himself of the
commission of which he was charged by his Government ;
but between that simple passage and the stay of a for-
eiguer whoge nntecedents (I regret to say it) have awak-
ened the attention of the authorities whose duty it is to
preserve public order among us, there is a difference
which the Minister of the Interior was bound to appre-
ciate. If Mr. Soule had been going directly to Madrid,
the route by France was open to him. If it was his in-
tontion to come to Paris with a view of remaining here,
that privilego was not aceorded him. It was, therefore,
negessary to consult bim as to his intentions, aud it was
himeelf who would not allow time to do so, 3

Qur lawe are strict with respect to foreigmera, ' The
Minister of the Interior causes their rigorcus provisions
to be executed when it is shown him that there is any
necessity for such nction; and cven then he makes
use of diseretionary power, which the Government of the
Ewperor has never allowed to be disonssed. The quality
of foreigner on the part of Mr. Soule placed him within
the scope of the measure of which he was the object. All
that remained was to reconcile this measure with the
public character with which he was invested. You will
aoknowledge, sir, that this is what we bave done, and that
the Government of the United States, with which Govern-
ment his Majesty the Bmperor has at heart to cultivate the
velations of friendship and esteem, has in nowise been as-
sailed in the person of one of its representatives.

The Minister of the United Btates in Spain ie free, I
repest it, to pass throngh France. Mr. Boule, who has
no mission to fulfil near the Emperor, and who, conforma-
biy with the doctrine sanctioned by the law of nations,
wotld need, on scconat of his origin, 8 special agreement
to enable him-to represent in his native land the country
of hisadoption—Mr, Soule, as & ‘simple private indivi.
dus!, comes within the pale of the common law which
bas boon applied to him, und ke cannot lay claim to any
privileges.

Aooorl. sir, the assurance of high consideration with
which 1 have the honor to remain your very humble and
obedient servant, DROUYN DE L'HUYS.

Mr. Masox, United Btates Minister.

My. Mason to Secretary Marcy.
Lucarion Usirep Srarss, o

(No. 41, Pamis, Novemsrn 11, 1854,
Bm:

! 1 of
despateh No. 87 1 informed you outr-h

rences at by which Mr. Soule was
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the For-
o communiestion, of which I send you here-
copy. I have received no reply, and presume that
it will conclude a co ndence w I felt it to be my
duty to open without waiting for 1 instractions from
the President. The result, I am p&, to say, is that no
impediment exists to the %ISI!‘O of the American Minis-
ter soccredited to the Spani
France to his place of official duty.
“beyond doubt, ssa principle of the
ing to every country, its denial would seriously
embarrass the maintenance of diplomatic miseions, whose
influence in promoting pesce and puuninin‘ood rela-
tions in the family of nations is univerenlly ncknowledged.
1 communieated to Mr. Boule, at Loudon, my corre-
spondence with the Emperor’s Government; and on the
morning of the 9th instant he arrived in Paris, and left
on the 11th for Bordeaux, where he expects to find the
United States steam-frigate San Jucinto, in which he will

take pnas:r for 8pain. bediant
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedien
servant, o o J.¥. MASON.

Hou. Wa. L. Marcy, Secretary of State.

Myr. Mason te .H_.-.E)m_yn de I' Huys.

Lraarion Usirep Srares, |
Panis, Novemner 6, 1854,

Siz: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your Excellency's letter of the 1st of November, in reply
to mine of the 27¢h of Octuber ultimo. I have carefully
examined your narrative of eircumstances whieh led to
the event and gave occasion for this correspondence. It
is quite manifest that the order under which the Commis-
sary of Polics at Calais acted, when he interdicted Mr.
Soule's entrance into France, did not present to the Ame-
rigsn Minister any altervative but to return to. England
or remain in Calais, virtuslly under duress, until the far-,
ther orders of the Emperor’s Government could be receiv-
ed. Ithink your Excelleney will concur in the opinion
that he conld not, consistently with the dignity of his Gov-
ernment, remain on the frontier of France—there situat-
ed, awaiting orders which he lhad no renson to believe
would be more favorable than the cue which denied him
entrance upon French territory. I osnuot, thercfore, but
deeply regret that the precise telegruphic order which
your Excellenoy has incorporated in your letter to me did
not precede Mr. Soule’s arrival at Calais. That order, I
am plessed to find, removes all impediment to the free
pssage of the American Minister acoredited to the Court
of SEnin through the territory of France,

1 bave wvot failed to observe the declaration that Mr.
Soule’s residence in France will not be nuthorized by
the' Emperor’s Government. Ashis publiz duties require
him to reside in Spain, he has no intention, s far as [ am
informed, of remaining or residing in France. I there-
fore forbear entering into any examination of the ressons
suggested for the determination to deny him the privilege,
or of the manner in which Ire has been notified of the pur-
pose of the Imperial Government.

I have observed also the distinction which your Excel-
lency makes between individunls and Ministers. Without
undertaking to inquire how far such distinction can be
maintained—for it is not necessary to the cecasion to
gunrd mygelf sgainst being misunderstood if I puss it in
silence—I must say that, ?n my opinion, one who is &
public minister, pasring through the territory of n friendly
nation to the Court to which he is aceredited, has privi-
leges under the solemn sanction of the law of nations,
about which, if it shall become necessary to diseuss them,
I feel assured that I will not have the misfortune to find
conflicting views held by gne so enlightened as your
Excellency. ; ;

I have much sntisfaction in receiving the pssurance,
given in the emphatic declaration of your Excdllency,
that the Minister of the United States to Spain is at
liberty to traverse France towards his post, and obeying
the commission with which he is charged by his Govern-
ment. The recognition of this right is all that I have to
atk of the Emperor’s Government in the premises, and on
this, as on all other occasions, I receive with pleasure the
agsurance that the Government of his Imperial Majesty
has at heart relations of friendship and esteem with the
Government of the United States; feeling which, it is
my constant desire and effort to cherish and strengthen
them.

I will hasten to communicate this correspondence to
my Government, and will also inform the American Min-
ister to Spain, who is still in London, of the result which
has been arrived at. )

I avail myself of the opportunity to'renew to your BEx-
ceilency nesurance of the very high consideration with
which I am your obedient, humble servant,

J. Y. MASON.

THE SAUT STE. MARIE CANAL,

This work is nearly completed, and will be entirely so
within o few weeks. The opening of the spring (says the
Detroit Free Press) will mark o cew erain the history of
the Upper Peninsula. The great impediment to the de-
velopment of its rosources and to the general prosperity.
of the country will have been removed. The canal is of
sufficient capacity to admit the largest vessels that float
the lakes. Lakes Untario, Erie, 8t. Clsir, Huron, Michi-
gan, and Superior sre made a perfect navigable chain.
A vessel may clear from the head of the latter for Liver-
pool, Havre, or Canton, and, passing through the river
Bt. Lawrence to the ocean, reach either port without
breaking bulk. Ismnot the achievement a proud one ?

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

The New York Courier says that the commercial resc.
tion bus fairly reached the import trade, and it gives the
following figures as an important indication of the pro-
gress of contraction in this branch of business :

A tabie shotwing the receipts of duties at several poris in No-
vember of the years 1864 and 1853,

18564, 1863,

New York............81,6566,000......... ......$8,000,000
Philadelphis ........ 219,000 =5 810,000
Boston ..ecviiesieans  476,000...... 830,000
Baltimore.........u.e 63,000...... 40,000
New Orleans........  886,000............... 855,000

Total............$2,650,000 $4,520,000
Decrease in 1854......... cevirenisrinsiien o 81,870,000

The official returns for Boston come down only to the
25th and for New Orleans only to the 18th of November.
The receipts for the remaining portions of the month are
estimated by tlie average of the time covered by the offi-
clal reperts. The decresse, comparcd with the eorre-
sponding month of 1853, is equal to 40 per cent,

The exports from New York to foreignp ts for the
month of November show a falling off in comparison with
the shipments for the same month of last year. The
total export for the month, exclusive of specic, was
$6,100,280. The total exports since January 1st, exelu-
sive of specie, amount to $58,358,875 ; specie included,
the total is $95,460,117. This shows & gain including
specle, but & falling-off in the shipments of merchandise
and produce of $1,132,017 as compared with the corre-
sponding eleven months of last year. Compared with the
same period of 1852 it shows an incrense of $15,452,510.

Orerarioss or Tue PmzavELraia Mint.—During the
past month the purchase of silver at the Philadelphis
mint atnounted to $405,900. The coinage of gold for the
sawme time, principaily in gold dollars and quarter cagics,
was $520,208. The coinage of silver, prineipally in half
dollars and dimes, amounted to $288,000. The receipts
of California gold amounted to only $825,200, and' from
other sources to ¥£4,158. This falling off is attributed to
the operations of the New York assay office and the Culi-
fornis mint. Totdl receipts of gold at the Philadelphia
mint for the last eleven months $32,615,020, against
$48,208,652 in the same time last year,

Vore ror Goverxor or New York.—The official can-
vass of the whole State shows Myron H. Clark’s majority
to be three hundred and ninoteen. Several hundred de-
fective ballots were returned,-but not counted. I those
spparently designed for Clark and Seymour were in-
cluded in the count, Mr. Clark would still have a ma-
jority over Beymour of 150 votes.

Dxotvep sy oxs Vors.—The Chicago Times says that
the official returns of the vote of every couuty in the
seventh district of Illinois bave been received, nnd that
%they show a majority of ome vote for Mr. Avuux, the

Demooraiic Representative in Congress from that

of the

‘| there were many causes.”

CLOUDB IN THE SOUTH.

It is evident that the De is to have
trouble at the South as well as st tZe North, and
that the most disastrous consequenees to the party
are not only antici , but have already com-
meneced. e t of the election at New Or-
leans for a State Senator and two Representatives
has been announced. The Demooratic csndidate met
with a signal defeat in what one of the editors terms a
“mimie contest,” but which, by his own reasoning, is
of much consequence. The Louisians Courier says:

1t would be vain to deny that the Democratic party
is at this moment in n stste of lamentable disorganiza-
tion. The retarns show that well enough, The vote
polled for our candidates on Monday was absurdly small.
In truth our friends absolutely made no fight at all.
They let the election go by default. For this apathy

And these causes the Courier goes on to explain: such
as o want of ‘‘organization,” (a very rare want with the
Democeracy ;) no issue sufficiently important; and a
¢ gystem of intimidation and outrage™ on the part of the
Enow-Nothings, A ¢local prejudice ” sgainst the De-
mocrstic condidute is mentioned, and the further fuct
that the Democrats already have a large msjority in the
Legislature, aud the loss or gain of two or three members
could make no practical difference.

After all, the Courier comes to the comforting conclu-
sion that the Know-Nothings failed to vote the eight
thousand they boasted of as at their command, and only
polled three thousand eight hundréd and thirty votes.
It admits that it knows many Democrats who * bad heen
seduced into the Know-Nothing organization ;" but hopes
“that time and bitter experience will teach them thelr
error.”

We merely quote these items of information from the
Courler to show the course of politics in the South, and
to express our wonder what it is that, in less than two
years, has so completely paralyzed the energles of the
once triumphant party.

ALLEGED IMPRISONMENT OF AN AMERICAN
“ CITIZEN IN AUSTRIA,

‘The New York Times has received a long state-
ment of the peculiar hardships experienced by Mr.
Martin Speer, formerly of that city, and now under
sentence of the Austrian Government for ten years’
imprisonment at hard labor. The circumstances of
the case are as follows : '

Martin Speer is o respectable naturalized citizen of the
United States, of Germun birth, but fourteen years a re-
sident of New York, where he hLas been employed by
Messrs, Benjamin Pike & Sons as painter of screens for
magic lanterns, in which art he is u saperior hand. To
perfect himself in o certain branch of his calling he went
to Europe in July, 18535, sud visited Huogary while there
in erder to make inquiries respecting the character and
connexions of a Hungariun refugee named Zagony, who
had been snxious to form an intimate connexion with his
family. For this purpose he bore a letter of introduetion
from Zagony to his pretended connexions, the contents of
which, as it was written in 4 language unknown (o him,
can only be conjectured from the fact that on presenting
the letter he wus immediately thrown into prison, tried,
and condemned to ten years' imprisonment at hard labor,
without permission to communicate in any manner with
his family ond friends, nor with the American Consul.
By means of a note dropped upon the road, and found
by some one who conveyed it to the American Cansul, he
contrived to communicate his sitastion to his family in
New York, who now await the result of their appesis to
the American Government.

The wife of Mr. Speey having appealed to Secretary
Mancy, ke has written her the fullowing letter :

DrrArTHMEST oF STATE,
Washington, May 25, 1854,

I have received your letter of the 16th instant, on the sub-
Jjeet of the arrest and imprisonment of your husband, Martin
Speer, at Debreesin, in Hangary, or in tome other part of the
Austrian dominion, and have caused a'copy of it to be for-
warded to Mr. Henry R. Jackson, the Chargé d'Affaires of
the United States at Mestina, with instruetions to investigate
and report the ciroumstances of the case to this Department,
and to take such measures as those circumstances mny war-
rant to protect your husband in his rights and to effest his
relense frem imprisonment.

I am, madam, respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. L. MARCY.

The belligerent gentry in the large cities must be
taken aback considerably at the tone of the Presi-
dent's Message. They probably will be the only
people in the country who will find fault with the
President for this document. It has in it no smell
of gunpowder or plunder.—dlexzandria (ozette.

Sruntovs DANKS.—An snonymous inquirer in New
York requests us to say whether there are such banks in
'Wuhlngr.on 25—

Arlington Bank, Washington.

Baunk of Americs, Washington.

Bank of Anacastia, Anacastia.
Merchants’ Exchange Bank, Anacastia,

All that we can say is that we know of no such banks
in this city.

Gexgrat Rampoap Convexrion.—A Railroad Conven-
tion was held in Cleveland Iast week, at which delegates
were present from thirty-five different ronds, from Mas-
sachusetts to the Mississippi. Much discussion took
place, and & committee was appointed to prepare a stato-
ment of facts setting forth the position of the general rail-
road interest in the United Btates, and stating reasons
why higher rates should be obtained for the transporta-
tion of passengers, mails, and freight.

Impncvenents 1y Norru Camorisa.—The project of
comstructing « ship canal for the purpose of uniting Albe-
marle sound and Elizabeth river has been revived in
Sonthesstern Virginis, and some of the papers state that
there is now a prospect that the work will be completed.
Suryeys have been made, and it is found that s cdnal
only five miles in length will connect Albemarle and Cur-
rituck sounds ; thence the North Landing river afords
navigation to North Landing, in Virginia, from whence
another candl, seven miles long, will unite that point with
the Elizsbeth river, near Norfolk.

Mr. Peavopy.—The New York Evening Poet says of
this esteemod nnd eminent American Banker in London:

“ Mz, Peabody is a gentleman of the most kind and be-
nevolent charaoter, distinguished by liberalities which
bave always been as judiciously bestowed as the impulse
from which they flowed was generous and noble. Heis
on the best terms with his countrymen in England, to whom
hie omits no ocension of rendering services,”

-Mr, Prasony has endeared himself to his native town
of Danvers by founding the *¢ Peabody Institute,” which
was recently dedicated, and is now in the full tide of suc-
cessful operation. This noble charity is destined to prove
& blessing of incalenlable value to Lis townsmen of the
present and succeeding generations.—Bosion Courier.

Rerunx or Dinignasrs 1o Buvnors.—The New York
Courier furnishea a table showing that four of the large
shippivg bousea of that oity have conveyed to Eurape
from the 15t of May to the 13th of November 8567 re- |
tarning immigrants. This does not include the ship-
ments of one or two other houses, nor those that have
gone back from other ports. Probably the total immi-
gration of this kind during the period specified numbers
12,000, The.increased demand in Europe for mechanics
and the growing diflioulty of their obtaining employment
in this country, the disappointment of too eanguine ex-
peotations, and the disgust of some with the Know No-
thing movement are the onuses to whick are sttributed
this ebb in the tide of emigration. Others, however, who
have accumulated small fortunes return to settle in their
own country, and still a large number go back to bring
out their families. DBut the immigration so far prepon-
derntes over the emigration that this backward move-
ment in the foreign population is searcely of sufiicient
extent to be appreciated exoept through an éxaminstion
of the figures that prove its existence.

Capt. Ronerr Bunsxrr died at his house in Orange
::m.u;,g:i New York, on the 20th ultimo. He was born on
the 22d of February, 1702, and was at his death 02 years
eight months and eight days old. Caplain Burnett was
appeinted & lieutenant in the Regiment of Artillery in
the service of the United ma; commanded by Colonel
John Lamb, on the 20th dey of June, 1781, then
only 19 years of age, and continued in the service during
the war. He was as & brave and efficient offi«
cer, and when the American army warched into New
York, ot the evacuation of the city by the British troops,
had the homor 6¢f commanding the American Guard,
which relieved the British rear guard stationed in the

| responsibility in justifying that affair, which has caunsed

| you that my information on this point is perfectly relinble.

FRON AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT.,

: Nuw Yorx, Drcemsxn 7, 1854,
The Meseage has given satisfaction in consequence of the
absence of all irritating language as regards our foreign
relations and the general moderation of its tone on that
subject. There is, however, more mesnt in it in the ob-
servations respecting European nations interfering with
the general affairs of thia continent than meets the eye ;
for I can tell you (and I say it advisedly) that the Greytown
affair has produced an unpleasant state of affirs, or at
teast of feeling, in Grest Britain. Mr. Marcy, in Lis
communications to London, has assomed the mest ultra

instructions to be issued to the British admiral on the
West India station which may lead to unfortunate re-
sults, and certainly will do so if there is an attempt on our
part to play over the same game.

Great Dritsin, there is no doubt, is anxiously desirous
to avoid any trouble or contest with us, not only in con.
sequence of the present eituntion of Eurcpean affairs nad
the war in the East, but also for other and obvious rea-
sons connected with her commercial and financial rela-
tions with the United States, which in every way are of
such vast not to say vital importance to her. Bhe will,
therefore, if she possibly ean do so with honor, aveld
any collision; but our statesmen have read her history
and studied the character of her Government and people
to but little purpese if they think they can with impu-
nity touch her nstional pride or honor. In sucha case
neither the sovereign nor the people would besitate to
dare any consequences, or to meet any responsibility or
results, in resenting an attack on or insult to either,
and would not only dify, but if necossary notually
Jight **a world in arms.” The Greytown affair is re-
garded somewhatin the light I allude to in Great Britain,
and there is, to say the least of it, n very sore feeling on
the subject, which for the present will probably end in
merely taking the neoeesary measures, as alreedy alluded
to, that nothing of the kind shsll be sgaln done with im-
punity. If it ie, I foar it would mot result in * a word
and a blow,"” but the blow would eome first. I repeat to

Notwithstanding all the President says on the subjeot,
the attack on Greytown is a thing which caunot be jus-
tified. There was a great deal of truth in Napoleow’s
oxpression ** that he who ezcuses, acenser himself,” and the
large portion of the meesege which is deveted to the ex-
planation of the affuir is an indirect acknowledgment
not only that it required explanation, but also of the
wesknees of the case.

If the community at Greytown, as has been so fre.
quently alleged by the defenders of the Administration,
were o nest of pirates, and not within the pale of legiti-
mate warfare or consideration, how comes it that the
Government of the United States had an oficial representa-
tive there, and that he is going, or has gone, again to reside
there? Isit the practice of the American Government to
recogaise piratical communities, by sending officluls to
reside among them? And do not those who denounce
them ns pirates sce the alternative that they thus saddle
on the houlders of the Administration? We shall gain
nothing in any way by disturbing that affair or proveking
further discussion. The sooner we let it sink into obli-
vion the better, and let us hope it will be long, very long,
before the nation or (he navy are sgain placed in the same
position, i

Enow-Nothingism, I see, has promptly shown itself in
both Houses immediately after the opening of the ses-
sion. What a wonderful thing ‘¢ suceess' is in this world !
Look st the denunciations and seurrility that was Leaped
upon them but a few thort months sigce by those presses
most devoted to the Administration, and especially by its
favorite organ at Washington. To believe these oracles,
the whole body were shsoure and contemptible, and its
members ashamed of being known to belong to the order,
and actullly alarmed on that point for fear of injuring
their personal standing in society, as well as their busi-
nees or employment. To such an extent was this car-
ried by the party in power that we understood here n
private edict was issued at Washington to expel at once
from employment in the Departments any one known to
be a member, But what “a change has come o'er the
spirit of their dream !” Already we see memberg of Con-
gress rising in their seats and ndvocating the great doe-

taines of Koow-Nothingism, and s majority of both
Houses, as is the fuct, are actusl membera of the order,
The probability is that, like Aaron’s rod, it will swallow
up all the deme of the country, inclading scctionslism,
abolitionism, and secessionism ; and, il it will only gulp
down all these three, who that has a proper national feel-
ing or o due shure of patriotism will refuse to join in
the shout of Zaus Deo?

Mr. Souvwg, I see, is being handled without gloves in
the dehate in the House. When such an outand out and
consistent Demoerat as Mr. Lercume, of Virginia, de-
clares from his seat that it is an appointment which never
should have been made, and that the interests of the
‘eountry required his recall; and when such a man as
Mr. Barwny, the chairman of the Committee on Foreign
Relations, virtually joins in the same opinion by declar-
ing his opposition to the appointment of foreigners ag
our foreign representatives, it is certainly very siguifi-
cant; and there is not the shadow of a doubt that if the
people of the United States could be polled on the ques-
tion they would support the opinion of Mr. Letcher as
regards Mr, Boule by a vote of ten to one. Mr. Soule
has indeed been a hard. bargain for the Administration,
and they themselves are at present fully aware of it. They
will, however, be saved the necessity of recalling him, as
he yill not be again reccived at Madrid; at lesst that is,
from present advices, the most probable result of thishis
Jirst, as it will undoubtedly be his lusf, mission.

The next European arrival will probably bring most
distressing advices to all the friends of humanity; for
whether S8ebastopol has fallen or not, or whether the Al-
lies are successful or defeated, a mast horrible carnage is
to be the inevitable result. The situation of the Allies
is such that not only the best informed here but also in
Europe beliove they cannot delsy the assault, whether
their own means or the state of the defences of the city
are favorable for such an attack or the contrary, They
cannot remain 88 they now are. They are daily wasting
nway by sickness and battle at n fearful ratio, and the
harassing nature of their position and duties, joined
with the already great severity of the season, will exhaust
their physieal ability ns well ag their sctusl nombers in
& most alarming manner. They, therefore, must make the
attempt at any cost to capture the place; and, if suc-
cessful, all they ean probably do will be to carry off the
fleet and stores, blow up the fortifieations, snd embark
the remnsots of their army for their old position on the
Danube or near Constantinople. But, if some of the
latest .advices reccived from Europe are reliable, even
o successful assault is not destived to relieve them, |
for lotters received here from various guarters state that
o large portion of the town has been mined by the Rus-
sinng, and that, in case the Allies carry it, the ity will
be reduced to roins by exploding the mines uader all the
leading streets and involve the Allies who may bave en-
tered ivin one common destruction. The Russinss are
well oapable of doing all this; and we may, at any rate,

THE UNITED STATES AND FRANCE.

Mr. WaLsw writes from Paris: * The article that Intely
appeared in the Constitutionnel en the subject of relutions
between France and the United Btates did great injusties
to our Government in some purticulsrs. For the discous—
tesy offered to the Prench ship of war in the harber of
New York by a band of foreign refugess neitler this Gow-
ernment nor the American people are responsible amy
more than the British Government and public are respen-
sible for the hostile designs agninst the French Empevor
that are entertained by French and Italian refugees im
England. But while thatdisgraceful nct was passing a paxk
of the snme French West India squadron to which thak
ship belonged came into the port of Norfolk in distress,
and met with every courtesy and substantial relief from
the United States officers at that station. The crews
were sulfering with yellow fever, and bospitals were pre-
pared for the sick, and slso s receiving ship for those
who were well, and all were supplied with medical sid and
stores at the expense of the United States. In additiem
to this, on the féte day of Napoleon, the 15th of August,
the United Btates cfficers in commund hoisted Fronch es-
lors on the Penusylvania Jine-of.battle ship, eud fived =
salute of twenty-one gans at noon. The commander of
the Frenoh ship, the Chimere, was unable from the siube
of his vessel to henor the diy in the usual manner, and
hence the courteay on the part of the United States was
the more significaut and acoeptable ; and it was duly and
properly acknowledged in official letters from the coms~
mander of the Chimere and the French Consul-General.
More pecently the Fremoh squadron, retur discom-
fited and shattered from the attack upon Petropstlowski,
put iuto the port of San Franciseo, where military eiwili~
ties were tendered them by Gen. Woor, and where they
were permitted to refit aud obtain supplies. France had np
right to claim this privilege of us as a neutral, and other
neuirals would have refused it through fear of compre-
mitting their neutrality.”
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THE EFFECTS OF. CHLOROFORM,

The recent trial and conviction of Dr. Stxruxs B
Buaws, dentist, in the Criminal Court of Philadeiphin, has
led to a searching inquiry as to the effects of other amil
chloroform upon patients. A meeting of the lesdimg
dentists of New York has besn held for the purpose of
considering the subject and interchanging the results of
their respective experience. There were present as the
meeting about forty gentlemen, sixteen of whom gawe
their opinions. We extract a few of them:

Dr. Burnas related several onses which had come nme
der Lis observation. Oue of the first cases in which he
tried it was that of his sister. = She very epeedily mami-
fested its peculiar agency, placed her brother's hat on her
head, put ou his coat, and nursed the sofe pillows on her
lap, completely forgetting all she hnd done when she be-
came rational aud conscions.  He sinted two other cases
in which it produced a kind of hallucisation: in one of
them a young wan attacked him, snpposing him to bes
rohber; aud in the other, » young lndy wceused him of
slapping her in the face, and wonld not be conviuced that
he had not, except by the testimony of ancther lady who
was present. .

Dr. Bantow said he had witnessed the use of it in no
loss than fifteen hundred cases, He was in the habit
of nsing it three or four times s week. He had knows
cases in which both sexes shid and did things which they
would not in ordinary conditions, sometimes divulgiag the
most delicate secrets,

Dr. BunpeLn corroborated the statements of the
ceding speaker. e had observed that ulmost invariably
there is strange misconstruction of passing events. He
reiated a very strong instance in peint. A geutlomem
brought o lady to have a tooth removed: he wished hex
to use ether. After the operation was over she said=
*“ George, what did you kiss me for; you took advantagy
of me.” Now, observed the doctor, had not the persem
supposed to be implicated been her husband or her lover,
and present, it would bhave been morally impossible to
correct an erroncous or painful impression, and Lardly
possible even then. Improper feelings had often beem
manifested by his patienta,

Dr. Crowers related two cases, A young lady cnme
to have her tooth extracted, accompanied by her mother.
No sooner was it removed thun she aogrily comploined
that he had very rudely kissed her, snd no sssurance of
her mother could convinee her to the contrary. o stromg—
ly riveted is the impression, that, though nine years age,
on his asking her at Saratoga if she had got rid of that
foolish impression, she said : *“ Oh! that's nonsense ; you
know you did.” In another case s woman insisted thet
he threw her on the floor and kneeled on her while he re-
moved o tooth. ;

Dr. ¥paxcis had extracted seven teeth from a lady whe
thought they were taken from her child. He told also of
two well-dressed ladies who called on him professionally.
Oae of them, whiis under the influence of chloxoform,
used language of the most ridiculous, profane, and even
obscene description. When recovered, she scemed per-
fectly unconscious of having uttered any improper expres-
sion, and was epparently not sceustomed to its use.

Dr. Houp related a cnse where, in presence of hor hus-
band, a lady under the influence of ether followed, o
rather chased himself, the operator, round the room, af-
fording most unmistakable signs of perverted feeling, sp
much so that her mortified husband desired hinp not &
give her any more. ]

Dr. Dressier stated that he had seen several hundred
enses. In one of these a young persisted that he hadd
given her a kiss, sud but for the presence of Lor mother
he had no means of proving the contrary.

Many other gentlemen gave their experience, all of
which tended to corroborate the faot that strange impres-
sions are often produced in the minds of those who take
etber, and sometimes such as lead them to commit greme.
improprieties. Several of the epeakers expressed their
earnest convictions of the innocence of Dr. Bmais. A
New Hampshire physician, in o letter made public, @w=
seribes ether as nearly or quite dethroning renson, some~
times for hours, and frequently hurrying the imagination
and the feelings through indescribable scenes and visioms:
in the wildest tumult. The mass of testimony elicited.

gerous experiment, to be avoided if possible ; and, a® eme
of the speakers remarked, that the operation of exirmet-
ing & tooth is of too trivial & nature to require it."

A decision just rendered by the Poited States Ciremit
Court at Boston has disfranchised two thousand alien wo-
ters, in consequence of the defective organization of the
Police Conr: by which their papers were issued.

Ezecurros ar Burravo,—William Darry, o ship car
peuter, who murdered his wife Mary on the 14th of An-
fust, 1852, at Lufiulo, was executed in thac cily em
Friday week, Ho had becn married but three months.
His dying words were that the assault, which resulted in
his wife's death, was committed whils he was under the
influence of liquor, and that she loved bim, snd nevesr
gave Lim cause to injure her.

TRIAL oF A JunoR vor Prrsuny,—The regular term of
the Hardin (Ky.) Cireult Court is now frogressing im
Elizabethtown, omas M. Yates, one of the
who granted the verdiet of net guiltyin the Ward case, is
upon trinl for perjury. He was indicted by the gramd
Jury, along with several others of the same jury.

InErAYD.—At length, it seems, we have reached the
point—foreseen by #o many political esonomista long
since—the depletion of Ireland.  Qur Irish immigration
is falling off *apidly, snd bids fair 10 decline to a mere
nominal figure. Many former emigrants are ret w
their native land; and Ireland itself is suld to be in the
enjoyment of a prosperity to which it has been & stran-
ger for years. Within the last ten yoars it cannot hawe
lost less than three to four millions of mbahitants by

look for most melancholy details of human caruage on
both sides.

A Ganuant Broox.—Accounts from the Crimen an. |
nounce the death of Col. the Hon. Frarcis G. Hood, com-
manding the third battalion of the Grenadier Guards. |
His father, Lieut. Col. Francis Hood, waa killed on the
heights of Aire, in the South of France, in 1814, and he
himself has met death in an equally noble manner at the
head of his battalion before Sebastopol. He is the great
grandson of the first Lord Hood, of maval remown, who
wne elevated to the peerage in 1782 for his celebrated vie-
tory over the French fleets under the Count e Grasse, in
the West Indies. Golonel Hood was brother to the third
Viscount who wucceeded his grandfather. He has been
twenty-zeven years in the Grenadier Guards.

Mai. Ronszn Annestin.—Wm. J. Brown, special mail
agent of the Post Office Department, on Friday lnst ar-
rested John M. Watson, postmaster at Rainshorough,
Highland couanty, Ohio, on & charge of robbing the mail,
Counterfeit notes, placed In a decoy letter, are said to
have been puid out by Watson. .

The New York Chamber of Commerce have adopted

resolutions recommending to Congress that an tion
be sent in search of Dr. Kaxx, the Arctiec navigater.

emigration, famine, and disesse; and, in conse uenoe,
those who are left behind have plenty of e!buw-r:m nod
find pienty of work at fair prices. The operation of the
Epcumbered Estates Conrt has relisved the troubles of
that large class of proprietors who were an incubus to the

| eountry, and whoee inability to improve their land or

their debts induced the wide-spread distress of the labor-
ing classes. Most of these estates have beea taken up in
small lots and divided among a Iarge number of
including many of the farmers. Hence, 0

best ndvices we receive, the Irish
with their native land

to the

are for once well plensed

and quite satisfed to remain thern.
[ Philadelphia Journal.

The Germans are rapidly increasing in Boston. Thew-
tre bﬂlaﬂuu printed in German; two newspapers in Ger-
men ; German Debating Clu G Uymnasis,
eury‘ thing German. . TR

Tho Ohio Stateswman tolls a story of & Clucinoatisn, » grea
friend of the Circleville Bank, who, ot the time of ity sus-
pensiun, was on his way to it with fifteen to twenty thonsand
of its promisca to :“' which he designed to cunvert into coln.
When he arrived ho was overwholmed wiih astonishment by
tho naws of its suspension, und, wishing to inform his friends
of the fact and that be would return homo the ndst day, he
rushed to the telegraph office snd sent them the fol
startling despateh : * Cireloville Bank has goae to hell,

I will be there to-morrom™

proves one thing at least—that the use of ether is a dam~ -



